
8-Day Cuba AgriTour 
with Jane Eckert
January 15 - 22, 2017



What is People-to-People travel?  Travel to Cuba for 
tourist activities remains prohibited by statute for US 
citizens.  There are, however, 12 categories of authorized 
travel. People-to-People educational exchange travel is 
one of these 12 categories.   Direct engagement with the 
Cuban people is encouraged as you meet during activities 
focusing on education and cultural exchange. Due to 
trade and travel restrictions concerning Cuba that have 
been established by current US government sanctions, 
all matters related to travel of US Citizens are handled 
by the OFAC (Office of Foreign Assets Control of the US 
State Department).  Dehoney Travel is handling these 
travel arrangements through a travel company, Central 
Holidays, which has been granted a license to conduct a 
People-to-People educational exchange trip to Cuba on 
these travel dates.

Day 1, Sun, Jan 15                 USA/Havana
Depart your hometown airport to connect in Miami or other 
gateway city with your flight onto Havana. Upon arrival in Havana 
you will be met at the airport and taken to begin your discovery 
of Modern Havana. Enjoy your first authentic Cuban cuisine 
with lunch at a local restaurant. Continue your People-to-People 
cultural exchange with a visit to the Museum of the Revolution, 
housed in a neo-Classical building that served as Cuba’s 
Presidential Palace from 1920 through 1959. Upon check-in at 
Melia Cohiba Hotel in the Vedado district near Old Havana and 
just off the Malecon (your home for next 4 nights) we will have a 
briefing to review your schedule for the week, followed by your 
official welcome-to-Cuba dinner!                     (L, D)

Day 2, Mon, Jan 16           Havana 
We start with a visit to the famous Vivero Alamar, an urban 
cooperative on the edge of Havana that has over 160 full-time 
members. Together they produce a tremendous amount of 
vegetables, herbs and seedlings that are sold in the neighborhood 
of Alemar and throughout Havana. The Co-op has a high degree 
of social organization providing training opportunities, social 
benefits, and a very positive and healthy work environment for 
its members. A farm located in Alamar, a large barrio (public 
housing project) was founded in 1997 by Miguel Salcines, a 
former agronomist for the Ministry of Agriculture, along with three 
others; the farm developed as a way to feed the surrounding 
neighborhood. Vivero Alamar is just one of many organoponicos 
(organic urban farms) that have emerged since the early 1990s. 
Originally an 800 square meter (8611 square foot) vegetable 
garden, the farm has grown to over 25 acres and includes animals, 
fruits, herbs and value-added products like vinegars and spices. 
Then we go to Historic Havana for lunch at El Figaro, a local 
paladar (privately owned family restaurant), and a guided walking 
tour through the nearly 500-year-old heart of the city. Habana 
Vieja - Old Havana - is now a pedestrian-only UNESCO World 
Heritage Site. We explore its four main plazas, the 18th century 
Catedral de San Cristobal and their fascinating shops and streets, 
including a visit to the Scale Model of Old Havana. Our next stop 
will be Arte Corte, a community project started by a hairdresser 
who has been very successful and is big into “giving back,” so he 
started a school to get idle kids off the streets where they could 
learn to do something through which they can earn money. Enjoy 
interacting with Cubans at Arte. Then we continue our exploration 
at the bustling Almacenes de San Jose, an artisan market and 
cultural fair housed in the historic, recently restored San Jose 
warehouses, originally built in the 1880s.  You can shop and learn 
firsthand how some of the local crafts are created. Dinner this 
evening will be at La Elite paladar.                                   (B, L, D)

Day 3, Tue, Jan 17         Rural Cuba/Vinales Valley/
    Parque Nacional Vinales/Havana
Today our People-to-People cultural exchange activities focus 
on the effective management of Cuba’s land, water, and other 
natural resources through agrarian reform, conservation, 
entrepreneurship and other initiatives. We travel west from 
Havana toward Vinales. The beautiful lush Vinales Valley was 
named a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1999 thanks to its 
dramatic landscape of karst limestone domes called mogotes, 
traditional agricultural methods of farming, and rich cultural 
history.  The valley was formed underwater, rising from the sea 
millions of years ago, and ancient ocean fossils can still be found 
in the caves that dot the landscape. Today we enjoy the rural 
pace of life and stunning scenery. We visit a tobacco farm to 
learn about the traditions of raising tobacco, a process that has 
changed little over the past 200+ year and is considered to be 
“the best in the world.” We visit the fields, the curing barn and the 
house, and then we´ll see how the farmer rolls his own cigars. 
We enjoy a locally grown lunch at an organic farm. We also 
find other local farms growing cassava, arrow root, tomatoes, 
peppers, coffee, bananas, and black beans and see the rich 
flora full of cactus, ficus, bromelias; we learn about endemic 
plants from the area and learn of their use for healing purposes. 
There will be photo stops along the way as we drive through the 
wonderland of the Parque Nacional Vinales. This afternoon 
we go to Soroa, home to a botanical garden that specializes in 
growing hundreds of different species of orchids - including one 
that smells like chocolate. Soroa's Orchid Garden covers an 
area of 35,000 square meters and holds more than 20,000 plants 
of 700 species. It also has thousands of specimens of ferns and 
trees that transform it into a unique site within the Sierra del 
Rosario UNESCO Biosphere Reserve. From there we return to 
Havana to enjoy dinner (on your own) and explore the city at your 
leisure. You may want to add an optional excursion to the world 
famous cabaret Tropicana Club to see a dazzling show rich in 
history that is recognized for its authentic Cuban rhythms without 
ignoring the Hispanic and African heritage of Cuba.            (B, L)

Day 4, Wed, Jan 18               Havana
Following breakfast we visit a community dance project where we 
see and learn firsthand how to dance and sway to the marvelous 
rhythms of the “Salsa.” We then visit with the Litz Alfonso Dance 
Company where we will meet the students and be treated to 
a special live rehearsal followed by a visit to a marvelous 
children’s art project. We will enjoy lunch at a local paladar and 
then continue our day with a tour of the world famous, historic 
Landmark Hotel Nacional (a World Heritage Site) with drinks 
in the lovely gardens overlooking the Malecon, the popular 
waterfront boulevard, offering a spectacular view of the broad 
esplanade and seawall. This afternoon we visit Finca Marta, 
a family farm owned and operated by distinguished farmer Dr. 
Fernando Funes Monzote, who holds a Ph.D. in agro-ecology. 
Battling against harsh elements on a badly eroded, brushy hillside 
outside Havana, he has created a model ecological farm with a 
high degree of diversity and integration. His projects include bio-
gas, beehives, vermiculture, woody shrubs that divide his cattle 
pastures with "living fences" as well as providing habitat for birds, 
and growing more than 60 varieties of vegetables, fruits, and 
herbs in terraced planting beds that are designed to conserve 
water. Today he is one of the most sought-after figures in Cuban 
culinary circles, supplying organic produce to many of Havana's 
top-rated paladares, and his farm is an excellent example of the 
Cuban state's program of free land grants to new farmers. From 
here we return to Havana. Dinner is included this evening at the 
Buena Vista Social Club at Cafe Habana.         (B, L, D)



Day 5, Thu, Jan 19            Havana/Cienfuegos
Our morning begins with a visit to the Museum of Fine Arts 
or the Museum of Decorative Arts to marvel at Cuban 
masterpieces spanning several centuries. Then we depart 
Havana for Cienfuegos, Cuba’s “Pearl of the South.” On our way 
to Cienfuegos we visit Finca Yoandra, a gorgeous local farm 
that supplies many of the local restaurants – including Il Divino 
paladar where we will enjoy lunch. Upon arrival in Cienfuegos we 
check into the Union Hotel (or similar) housed in a neoclassical, 
colonial building. After dinner at a local restaurant we enjoy a 
stop at the Afro-Cuban community art project of Trazos Libres 
to admire murals hand-painted on homes.        (B, L, D)

Day 6, Fri, Jan 20         Trinidad/Cienfuegos
This morning we begin wtih a visit to the Botanical Gardens 
of Cienfuegos which are filled with lush greenery and beautiful 
flora and fauna. The gardens house 2000 species of plants, 
including 23 types of bamboo, 65 types of fig and 280 different 
palms (purportedly the greatest variety in one place anywhere in 
the world). Founded in 1901 by US sugar baron Edwin F. Atkins, 
who initially intended to use it to study different varieties of 
sugarcane, he instead began planting exotic tropical trees from 
around the globe. We travel on to Trinidad for a city tour - founded 
in 1514 this well-preserved city is embedded between mountains 
and the sea. Much of Trinidad, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, 
was built on the back of the 19th-century sugar and slave trade. 
That enormous, conspicuous wealth shaped the town and no 
expense was spared in fashioning the finest Spanish colonial 
mansions, plazas and churches, which still stand testament to 
the vainglory of this profiteering era. Lunch is included at a local 
restaurant, followed by a tour of Casa del Alfarero, a ceramics 
workshop where you will learn the secrets to creating some of 
the beautiful crafts you have seen throughout your time in Cuba. 
Then enjoy some free time to explore this marvelous Colonial 
City. Dinner and further discoveries are at your leisure this 
evening in Cienfuegos – dine under the stars and take in all that 
the beautiful city has to offer. Then perhaps enjoy an optional 
evening performance at the Teatro Tomas Terry, possibly the 
best theater in Cuba.                (B, L)

Day 7, Sat, Jan 21            Cienfuegos/Havana
After breakfast this morning we enjoy a brief concert to hear the 
Cienfuegos Choir, after which we depart Cienfuegos and head 
towards Finca Vigia (Lookout Farm), in San Francisco de Paula, 
which was Ernest Hemingway’s  winter home from 1939 to 1960. 
We see the author’s 9,000 volume library, his yacht “Pillar,” and 
the typewriter on which he wrote some of his greatest works 
(“For Whom the Bell Tolls” and “The Old Man and the Sea”). We 
learn about his life here during a talk with a docent.  Lunch will be 
in the former fishing village of Cojimar, where Hemingway kept 
his boat and where the movie “The Old Man and the Sea” was 
filmed. Here you will have the opportunity to interact with local 
fishermen. Upon arrival back in Havana, check into Melia Cohiba 
Hotel and enjoy a memorable farewell dinner this evening. 
            (B, L, D)

Day 8, Sun, Jan 22          Havana/USA
This morning after breakfast transfer to the airport for your short 
flight back to Miami or other gateway city, connecting on to your 
hometown. Your People-to-People encounter with the Cuban 
people will now become an inspiring and lasting memory!  (B)

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING YOUR TRIP TO CUBA: The 
visits  described herein have been planned well in advance of your trip and it 
sometimes becomes necessary to rearrange your Itinerary because of a variety 
of unforeseen circumstances. Your Cuban guide is adept at ensuring that any 
cancelled events will be replaced with other activities of the same caliber and 
interest. Cuba, as a destination, is unlike anything that you have experienced 
in the past so the key word for you to bear in mind is “flexibility.” Be flexible and 
enjoy this once in a lifetime experience! 

Hotels listed subject to confirmation.  This tour is not recommended for those 
who have mobility limitations since it includes significant amounts of walking 
on uneven terrain.  If a passenger is unable to get on and off the bus and walk 
without the assistance of another individual, the passenger must bring someone 
with them to assist them.  The Americans with Disabilities Act is not applicable 
outside the USA and facilities elsewhere may be sharply limited. Children under 
12 years of age are not accepted on this Cuba program.

TOUR CONDITIONS
PRICE OF BASIC 8-DAY CUBA TOUR:

$4899 per person, land-only
(double occupancy)

NOT INCLUDED IN BASIC TOUR RATE:  Airfare from your hometown 
roundtrip Havana and applicable U.S. securities, customs and 
departure taxes, fuel surcharges and Cuba departure taxes.   Meals 
not listed as included; single room supplement ($1,789); checked 
baggage fees and forwarding of baggage; passports; personal items 
such as laundry or tips for personal favors; travel protection plan; any 
costs resulting from absence or deviation from the itinerary; and any 
items not shown herein as being included.

AIR TRANSPORTATION: Roundtrip air to/from Cuba is not included 
in the tour price but can be arranged by Dehoney Travel from your 
hometown airport. By the fall of 2016 scheduled flights between 
the USA and Havana are projected to begin.  Based on current 
schedules/fares to Cuban airports with current US carrier service here 
are “guesstimates” of sample hometown fares that may be applicable 
to/from Havana: Miami, $450; Chicago, Dallas, Detroit $800; Denver, Salt 
Lake, Los Angeles $900. Please note that specific air seat requests 
will be forwarded to the airline on your behalf but are subject to 
final approval/confirmation by the airline.  Note that frequent flyer 
mileage accrual is at the discretion of the airline and is not always 
available for airfare purchased through Dehoney Travel.

TOUR DOCUMENTS: The name on the rooming list and your air ticket 
must exactly match your name as it appears on your passport.  A 
copy of the photo/information page of your passport is required at 
the time of booking.  If applying for a new or renewed passport, send the 
copy as soon as you receive your new passport. US citizens must have 
a visa for travel to Cuba.  The visa cost is included in the tour rate, 
and the visa will be obtained on your behalf. If traveling on a passport 
from a country that has different visa requirements, any additional fees 
are your responsibility. You will receive the US Department of Treasury 
authorization under a General License to travel to Cuba.   

HOTELS:  Five-star deluxe and four-star/first class (Cuban 
government rating).  Price is based on double occupancy.  While 
Dehoney Travel, Inc. will try to match roommates, we cannot guarantee 
that a roommate will be available.  In this case the payment of a 
single supplement will be required.  When available, single rooms 
are often smaller than doubles. Single supplement, $1,789.

MEALS/SIGHTSEEING/GRATUITIES: Meals included as listed in day 
by day itinerary (B = breakfast; L = lunch; D = dinner).  Full sightseeing 
with luxury buses, English-speaking guides, and entrance fees to places 
visited on sightseeing described in the itinerary are included in the cultural 
exchange program. Gratuities to guides, drivers, etc. are included 
in the tour price.



c

BAGGAGE ALLOWANCE: Because of space limitations on touring 
buses and airline regulations, we have included porterage for only one 
check-on bag (combination width, length and height not to exceed 62 
inches and 50 pounds) in tour cost.  You may also take one carry-on 
which will fit under your airline seat or in the overhead compartment.  
Checked baggage fees are not included and will need to be paid 
on check-in.  

PAYMENT: Payment can be made by cash, check or credit card 
(Discover, MasterCard or Visa). A deposit of $700 per person is 
required in order to confirm tour membership. A second deposit 
of $700 is due September 1.  Balance of tour price is due October 
14. Tour deposit is non-transferable. Enrollment in and payment 
of deposit constitutes your acceptance of the Tour Conditions 
described herein.

DELAYS, CANCELLATION AND REFUND:  Dehoney Travel, Inc. is 
not responsible for changes and delays in airline schedules and 
cannot reimburse passengers for expenses resulting from delays,   
re-issuance of air tickets, etc.  In event of cancellation, there will be a fee 
of $200 for Dehoney Travel, Inc. to cover administrative costs.  In addition, 
the following scale of charges will apply to each traveler when notice of 
cancellation is given in writing after the booking is confirmed: 

Up to 125 days prior to departure, $200. 
124-95 days prior to departure, $700. 
94-65 days prior, 25% of total trip cost. 
64-35 days prior, 50% of total trip cost. 
34-0 days prior, 100% cancellation penalty.  

On or after the date of departure there can be no refund for any 
service not used. 

All cancellation notifications must be made in writing to Dehoney 
Travel, Inc. Please allow 4 weeks for cancellation refund processing. 
Traveler deposits and payments are non-transferable; substituting 
a new traveler in your place will be treated as a cancellation and 
new enrollment.

After ticketing of international and domestic air, a cancellation 
penalty of 100% of air fare is in effect. 

•
•
•
•
•

TRAVEL PROTECTION PLAN: As many U.S. health carriers do not 
provide benefits while outside the country and cancellation penalties 
can be substantial for many tours, Dehoney Travel, Inc. offers a Travel 
Protection Plan, TripCare, through Allianz Global Assistance.  The Option 
to Waive Pre-existing Condition Exclusion requires purchase of 
Travel Protection within 14 days of the date on your tour deposit 
check or your credit card tour deposit being processed at Dehoney 
Travel.  You may decline the Travel Protection Plan, but a signed 
disclaimer is required and all charges for cancellation or medical 
treatment/transport while traveling are your responsibility.

RESPONSIBILITY:  Dehoney Travel, Inc. (DT), agrees to arrange for 
the tour described in this brochure, which brochure represents the entire 
agreement between the passenger and his agent, the Tour Host and DT.  
Except for the willful negligence of its direct employees, DT assumes 
no liability or responsibility for any injuries, inconveniences, illness or 
irregularity or incidental damages occasioned by circumstances beyond 
the control of DT or any person or reason whatsoever, including, but not 
limited to, events such as strikes, revolts, wars, travel warnings, terrorist 
activities, natural disasters, closures of airports or hotels, or omission of 
any common or private carrier or the default, negligence, or omission of 
and by any third party providing services or facilities related to or included 
in this tour or any part thereof, or in arranging for the same, or the acts 
or omissions of the Tour Host. DT has no special knowledge regarding 
the financial condition of suppliers, unsafe conditions, health hazards, 
political conditions, weather hazards, or climate extremes at locations 
to which you may travel. For information concerning possible dangers at 
destinations, DT recommends contacting the Travel Warnings Section 
of the U.S. State Department at (202) 647-5225 or www.travel.state.
gov. Also see the following US State Department advisory: https://travel.
state.gov/content/passports/en/alertswarnings/worldwide-caution.html. 
For medical information, DT recommends contacting the Centers for 
Disease Control at (877) FYI-TRIP or www.cdc.gov/travel.  You assume 
full and complete responsibility for checking and verifying all passport, 
visa, vaccination, or other entry requirements of your destination(s), and 
all conditions regarding health, safety, security, political stability, and 
labor or civil unrest at such destination(s). You hereby release DT from 
all claims arising out of any problem covered in this paragraph.

No person, other than an authorized representative of Dehoney Travel, 
Inc. by a document in writing, is authorized to vary, add, or waive any 
term or condition in this brochure, including any term or condition set 
forth in the preceding provisions.

*Subject to Governmental, IATA, ARC and airlines regulation requirements 
in effect at the date of and during the tour.  Tour price based on group 
minimum 30 passengers, current air fares and cost of land arrangements 
as of June 24, 2016 and subject to any change that may be imposed 
prior to departure.
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For further information, contact:
Jane Eckert, Eckert AgriMarketing

970 N. Spoede Road #24
St. Louis, MO 63146

Phone: (314) 862-6288
Email: jane@eckertagrimarketing.com

www.eckertagrimarketing.com

Arrangements by:
Dehoney Travel

3008 Charlestown Crossing, New Albany, IN 47150
Phone: (800) 325-6708 or (812) 206-1080

Email: info@dehoneytravel.com
Fax: (812) 206-1085

www.dehoneytravel.com


